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Jim F. Huggett

I gained my BSc in Genetics at Liverpool University and moved to Cardiff University to study my PhD 
where I focused upon studying mechanically regulated genes in bone remodelling. After completing 
my PhD I made a subject jump by taking up a Senior Fellowship at University College London (UCL) 
where I developed an interest in infectious diseases. During my seven years at UCL I was fortunate to 
be able to work on a range of subjects ranging from molecular diagnostics to immunology and devel-
oped a considerable interest in molecular measurement and standardization. In 2009 I moved to LGC 
(while maintaining an honorary status at UCL) to lead the diagnostics and genomics research. At LGC 
my fledging interests in standardization developed into a strong enthusiasm for metrology (the science 
of measurement) which I apply to a wide range of subjects including cancer/fetal genotyping and RNA 
biomarker analysis and, of course, a substantial amount of my work has focused upon microbial analy-
sis ranging from trace detection, metagenomics to diagnostics. A wide remit of my research deals with 
methodological efficacy of both established methods, like real time quantitative polymerase chain reac-
tion (PCR), as well as newer methodologies such as digital/high throughput PCR and next generation 
sequencing.
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Justin O’ Grady

I gained my BSc in Microbiology, my MSc (Res) in infectious diseases molecular diagnostics and my 
PhD in molecular diagnosis of bacterial pathogens in food all at the National University of Ireland Galway 
(NUIG). My PhD research focused on real-time polymerase chain reaction (PCR)-based detection of 
Listeria monocytogenes and related species in multiple food types using a novel bacterial diagnostic target. 
I continued my research in the food microbiology sector, with a two-year post-doc at NUIG, but with a 
focus on lab-on-a-chip technology and isothermal amplification based diagnostics. This was followed by 
a two-year stint in industry (Beckman Coulter) developing real-time PCR-based molecular diagnostics 
assays for infectious diseases including Mycobacterium tuberculosis. During my time at Beckman Coulter, I 
developed a strong interest in tuberculosis (TB) research, which inspired me to move back into academia 
and take up a post-doc position at University College London on TB diagnostics. I was lucky enough to 
spend time in southern Africa while at UCL, where I developed a passion for infectious diseases focused 
on Global Health research. In January 2013, I was appointed Lecturer in Medical Microbiology at Uni-
versity of East Anglia (UEA) where I continue my research on microbial pathogen molecular diagnostics 
with the aim of translating this research broadly, in different sectors and diseases, to maximize commu-
nity/patient benefit.


